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tual; it is a definite goal and the guarantee of a job
goes with it. If his sentence had been too short to per-
mit the inmate to master his trade, he is directed, on
his release from confinement, to one of the govern-
ment factories maintained for men in just such pre-
dicament. Here the man is "earning while learning."
He stays in this special factory until he has mastered
his trade and has qualified for admission to the union
when the government shifts the responsibility for find-
ing him a job from itself to the trade organization
which has received him into its fold.
Third: Normal sex and family life. After a proba-
tionary period the prisoner is given an annual vacation
of fourteen days, which he can distribute over twelve
monthly visits to his home. Family life is recognized
by the Soviet authorities as one of the greatest incen-
tives the inmate has for wanting to go straight and it is
encouraged in every way. The Soviet code grants the
unmarried prisoner the right to marry while serving
his sentence. Almost every prison camp in the Soviet
Union has in its vicinity a little colony composed of
the wives and sweethearts of the men in prison, who
prefer to live near their mates wherever they may
happen to be.
Fourth: Complete removal of the prison stigma.
The criminal's status as a citizen is not affected by his
sentence. Confinement limits his opportunities to exer-
cise his civic rights but these rights are not taken from
him. Moreover, he is given a chance to live down his